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The National Highway Safety Traffic Administration’s overview of school bus safety. 

Overview 

School buses are one of the  

safest forms of transportation 

in the United States. Every 

year, approximately 450,000 

public school buses transport 

23.5 million children to and 

from school and school  

related activities. Yet, on  

average, every year, six 

school-age children die in 

school bus crashes as  

passengers while more than 

42,000 people are killed in 

traffic crashes on U.S. roads. 

NHTSA strives to make sure 

there are no fatalities in 

school buses.  

Sgt. Alan Bailey, from the Tennessee Highway Patrol Special Programs 

Unit, really needs no introduction to the ACTS Council. He’s worked for 

the State of Tennessee for 28 years, and maintains multiple  

certifications including: Level 1 Commercial Vehicle Inspector, Level 6 

Nuclear Inspector, Hazardous Material  Inspector, Cargo Tank  

Inspector, School Bus Inspector, and THP District 2 Commercial Vehicle 

Trainer.  

Sgt. Bailey will be talking to the ACTS Council about School Bus Safety 

on April 26, and we’re looking forward to learning from his experience 

and expertise.  

 



School Bus Safety 
School buses are designed to be safer than passenger 

vehicles in avoiding crashes and preventing injury.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seat Belts in Buses 
Seat belts have been required on passenger cars 

since 1968.  Forty-nine States and the District of  

Columbia have enacted laws requiring the wearing of 

seat belts in passenger cars and light trucks.    
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There is no question that seat belts play an important role in keeping occupants safe in  

theses vehicles, however school buses are different by design and use a different kind of 

safety restraint system that works extremely well.  

Large school buses are heavier and distribute crash forces differently than do passenger 

cars and light trucks.  Because of these differences, the crash forces experienced by  

occupants of buses are much less than that experienced by occupants of passenger cars, 

light trucks or vans.  NHTSA decided that the best way to provide crash protection to  

passengers of large school buses is through a concept called “compartmentalization.”   

This requires that the interior of large buses provide occupant protection such that children 

are protected without the need to buckle-up.  Through compartmentalization, occupant 

crash protection is provided by a protective envelope consisting of strong, closely-spaced 

seats that have energy-absorbing seat backs.   

Small school buses (with a gross vehicle 

weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less) 

must be equipped with lap and/or 

lap/shoulder belts at all designated 

seating positions.  Since the sizes and 

weights of small school buses are  

closer to those of passenger cars and 

trucks, seat belts in those vehicles are 

necessary to provide occupant  

protection.  

School bus safety 

is a terribly  

important issue,  

especially after 

the tragic crash in 

November.  

While many  

members of the 

ACTS council are 

not at liberty to 

discuss pending 

legislation, we thought this would 

be a good time to focus on safety 

measures already in place, and 

potential gaps in safety that could 

be supported in the future. I’m 

looking forward to our discussion. 

Commissioner’s Corner 

Chairman Bankston 
ACTS Chairman 
District 9 
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Parental FAQs 

Safety starts at the bus stop. 

Your child should arrive at the bus stop at least five minutes before the bus is scheduled to 

arrive. Visit the bus stop with your child so you can show your child where to wait for the bus: 

at least three giant steps (six feet) away from the curb. Remind your child that the bus stop 

is not a place to run or play. 

Get on and off safely. 

When the school bus arrives, your child should wait until the bus comes to a complete stop, 

the door opens, and the driver says that it’s okay before approaching the bus door. Your 

child should use the handrails to avoid falling. 

Use caution around the bus. 

Your child should never walk behind the school bus. If your child must cross the street in front 

of the bus, tell your child to walk on a sidewalk or along the side of the street, to a place at 

least five giant steps (10 feet) in front of the bus before crossing. Your child should make eye 

contact with the bus driver before crossing, to make sure the driver can see your child. If 

your child ever drops 

something, like a ball or 

book, near the school bus, 

the safest thing is for your 

child to tell the bus driver 

right away. Your child 

should not try to pick the 

item up because the driver 

might not be able to see 

your child. 

Need more news hot off the presses? 

Follow the Health Department’s Social Media Pages! 
 

Chattanooga-Hamilton County Health Department 

@HamiltonHealth 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/chatthamhealth 

http://health.hamiltontn.org/ 



Save the Date!Save the Date!  

ACTS Council MeetingACTS Council Meeting  

Golden Corral on Golden Corral on 

Gunbarrel Rd. Gunbarrel Rd.   

Wednesday, April 26Wednesday, April 26  

at 12 pm! at 12 pm!  
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 Hamilton County Health Department 

Highway Safety Coordinator  

921 East 3rd Street 

Chattanooga, TN 37403 

Baylor students try their hand at 

“distracted driving.”  


